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Introduction

The United Nations INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY is annually observed
across the globe on 22nd may to create awareness of biodiversity issues and provide a
better understanding of the importance of biodiversity as a global asset of high value to the

future generation.



The theme for the international day for biological diversity 2021 was “we are part of the
solution *. The slogan was chosen as a continuation of the momentum generated by the

2020 theme “our solutions are in nature”.

School of Environment and Natural Resources, Doon University in association with Society
for Science of Climate Change & Environmental Sustainability & Indian Society of
Agroforestry celebrated the International Day for Biological Diversity on 22 May, 2021 by
organizing a webinar that focuses attention on a particularly pressing biodiversity concern
theme. "WE'RE THE PART OF THE SOLUTION" for encouraging the awareness and action
for the protection of our biodiversity. It has been a symposium for raising awareness on
emergingenvironmental issues to sustainable consumption and wildlife protection. The
webinar was dedicated to noted environmentalist Padmvibhushan Sri Sunderlal Bahuguna
Jee.

Prof. Kusum Arunachalam in her welcome address threw light on the reason and relevance
of celebrating Biodiversity Day. She said that the United Nations proclaimed 22 May as
International Day for Biological Diversity (IBD) to increase the understanding and
awareness of biodiversity issues. Biodiversity day 2021 is being celebrated under the
slogan: "WE'RE THE PART OF THE SOLUTION #FORNATURE" the slogan was chosen to be
a continuation of the momentum generated last year unde "OUR SOLUTION ARE IN
NATURE", which served as a reminder that biodiversityr the overarching theme, remains
the answer to several sustainable development changes. In her address Prof. Kusum
Arunachalam highlighted how Uttarakhand can take a lead in harnessing the rich
biodiversity to boost its economy which can be based on its rich wealth of natural
resources and long history of conservation and community-based management of natural

resources.

Prof. Surekha Dangwal, Hon'ble vice Chancellor Doon University, in her presidential
address enunciated about the relatedness between the biodiversity and the pandemic. She
said that the present covid crisis is not something new. Research in the past has shown,

whenever there has been damage to the natural ecosystem, infectious diseases appear.



The link between the two is becoming better understood and appreciated. So much so that
we are seeing the growth in an emerging discipline, planetary health, focusing on the

connections among the wellbeing of humans, other living things and nature's ecosystem.

Professor C.R Babu in his keynote confer about Biodiversity parks as a model for urban
environment sustainability and resilience. As they are a unique landscape of wilderness
where ecology assemblages of native fishes occur it would provide recreational as well as

aesthetic values to the urban environment.

Prof. J.K Sharma spoke about the role of butterflies in the ecosystem functioning. He said
that the butterflies can be used to study the impact of habitat loss and they support the
range of other predators as well as parasites, they act as a pollinator, acting as an
important connector in a thriving ecosystem.

Prof. S. Dayanand divulged about the evolution and conservation of biodiversity in the
forest and agriculture landscape. He mentioned about the new area of research emerging
in the field of biodiversity. He said that the new techniques of agriculture and forestry are
safer for biodiversity. Prof R.P Singh in his concluding remarks talked about the
importance of biodiversity and how humans are important in its functioning. He said
humans are the one who can protectbiodiversity and with proper knowledge, research and

technologies the goal can be achieved.

Dr A. Arunachalam, director ICAR, President, ISAF and secretary, SSCE delivered a vote
of thanks on the occasion. In addition to webinar, activities based on the theme of the day,
Poster Making, Photography/Short Videos and Article writing for the students were
organized to mark the celebration of International Day for Biological Diversity. About 200
participants from different educational institutions of the country participated and Prof.

Kusum Arunachalam announced the result during the webinar.



Apart from the informative lectures by the eminent keynote, speakers there are several
activities were organised by the Prakriti- the Nature’s Club of Doon University, which are
related to this year's theme “we are part of the solution”. The events are as follows:

1. Poster making competition

The theme for the poster making competition was * Biodiversity/ We are part of the

solution”. The winners for this category are as follows:

e 1st position is secured by Mayur Thapa (Doon University, Dehradun).
e 2nd position is secured by Anirban Biswas(Vivekanandan college , Kolkata).

e The 3rd position is secured by Rishika Nautiyal( Doon University, Dehradun).
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2.Photography contest:

The theme for the photography contest was “Biodiversity”. The winners for this category

are:

e 1st position Ms. Prekshaa KCT, Anna University,Coimbatore).
e 2nd position is shared by two students:

1. Anikesh Sharma(Doon University, Dehradun).

2. Aman Mahajan (Solan).
° The 3rd position is also shared by two students:

1. Prabhat Bhandari(Doon University, Dehradun).

2. Dharun Prasanth( KCT, Anna University, Coimbatore).

3. Article writing:

The theme for article writing was “we are part of the solution”. The winners for this

category are :

e 1st position is secured by Rupali Nayal( Doon University, Dehradun).
e 2nd position is secured by Sonali Chettri( Aspirant).
e The 3rd position is secured by Uparna Chatterjee(Doon University).



The winners were awarded with the cash prizes sponsored by the Indian Society of
Agroforestry, Jhansi.

e 1%t Prize Rs 2500
e 2" Prize Rs. 1500
e 3 Prize Rs. 1000
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