Social Scientists call for Involving Social Workers and Voluntary Organisations in battle
against COVID Eminent experts and academicians from the country today emphasised on the
need to strengthen the social sector and meaningfully involve voluntary organisations and
social workers in the battle against COVID 19 pandemic.

Speaking at a webinar, “Role of Social Worker and Voluntary Organisations during the
pandemic”, organised by the Department of Social Work. Doon University, Professor
Ushvinder Kaur Popli of Jamia Milia Islamia University said that the social workers have been
effectively helping communities nationally and globally during the time of pandemics, natural
disasters and even during the non-crisis phase. Social workers have to also take care of
themselves, be psychologically strong and make difficult choices while out in the field at the
time of health crisis, disasters and other difficult situations while working for the betterment of
society, she said adding that social workers have been helping marginalised sections of society
including women, children and other vulnerable groups during Covid times.

Professor Surekha Dangwal, Vice Chancellor of Doon University, while delivering her
inaugural address said that it was time for all to give recognition to the immense efforts put up
by professional social Workers and voluntary organisations. She highlighted the rich Indian
tradition of community services which is reflected in our religious texts, myths and
mythologies as well. “Social workers play a very significant role in society providing social,
emotional and mental support during crisis situation and otherwise,” she said adding that for
any crisis of this magnitude can be addressed only by involving community in general and
social workers and voluntary organisations in particular.

Professor J.P. Pachauri, Vice Chancellor Himalayiya University, laid emphasis on the
psychological impacts the pandemic situation has on people. “Not only common people but
Frontline workers are also going through a rough phase due to burden and have developed fear
psychosis,” he said adding that there is an urgent need to acquire a positive attitude mental
strength and an orientation of mutual solidarity and support to each other.

He said that the emergence of the second wave was visible to most people and social workers
came forward well in advance to help communities all around.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Anita Tiphagne highlighted the public health emergency in India,
difficulties faced by the migrant workers during lockdown and sufferings of the common
people. Social workers should focus on rescue, relief and rehabilitation during these times and
support the government, she said. “No government can alone address the crisis of such a
magnitude and civil society and social workers have to play a vital role in such situations,” she
said.

The webinar was moderated by Dr Naresh Mishra. The organising team included Professor H
C Purohit, Professor Harsh Dobhal and Dr Rakesh Bhatt.
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Organizes a webinar on

We all are aware that the deadly COVID-19 has engulfed the
countries across the globe with India among the most
affected. This situation has thrown up several social ae well as
personal challenges that government and people have to live
and deal with. Economic hardships, being home bound for
long spells, rupture of social fabric and education related
pressures have resultedin several socio-psychological
problems among people. Frontline workers such as
doctors,nurses, policemen, sanitation employees and social
workers have played a crucial role duringthese critical times.
Constant flow of news of death and misery on social media
created extreme ense of fear and anxiety among people and
mitigating these emotions has beena huge challenge.

Social workers have been playing an important role in
responding to this «crisis through direct support,
communication and counselling. It is in this context that the
Department of Social Work is organizing a webinar on the
“Role of Social Workers and Voluntary Organisations During
Pandemic”. Eminent experts and academicians from relevant
discipline will address the ebinar and interact with
participants.



